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City Council set to vote on $ 5M in tax levies
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Oiarleston City Council members will vote on the
annual taX levy ordinance that will total $5,151,092.
The largest amounts levied are $1,721,444 for
police pension, $1,715,557 for fue pension and
$412,604 for insw-ance and tort judgement.
Other amounts were levied mostly for general
fund items.
A resolution connected to the levies for pensions
will also be voted on.
The council will also be voting on a contract for
Red, White and Blue Days, a festival celebrated in the
summer.
The contract is for entertainment for July 3, 2022,
the band Bruce in the USA with special guest Ride K
Road Trip.
The rontract is for $24,500.
Additionally, the council members will vote on
the disposal of a 2003 MODEC, Inc. Decontamination Trailer and a DANUSER 3-Point Auger with
Augers that "have been determined to be obsolete or
surplus."
The resolution states it is in the best interest ofthe
city "to dispose ofsaid equipment by selling it to the
highest bidder via EBay; Craig's Llst, !LEAS, sealed
bids, or public auction or selling it by weight for scrap
price."
The council will also vote on waiving the bidding
procedures for the purchase of an irrigation system
booster pump for the Sister City Phase II development and purchase the item though Site One landscape Supply ofChampaign.
The cmt would be $31,023.57 if approved.
A vote will also be had on updating language in
Title 9, Oiapter 2, Section 2 ofthe city code.
The continuation of the local state of emergency
will also be voted on.
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Charleston City Council Members Tim Newell and Jeff Lahr converse at the end of the City Council meeting on Nov. 2.

Following the action items, time is reserved for
members of the public to address the council.
No action will be taken on matters not listed on
the agenda, and the Council is not required to take
any further action or to discuss the matter further.

Public comment can be made or submitted remotely via email to cityderk@co.coles.il.us.
Those interested in submitting public comment
should send emails prior to 5 p.m. Tuesday and indicate in the subject line: CC: 04/20/2021, so the

city clerk knows the email is public comment for the

meeting.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581 -2812 or at
deneic@gmail.com.

The perfect study spots on-campus for students
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
With finals week fast approaching, students are buckling down to get homework
done, maybe for the first time all semester.
The right study spot could completely
change how well they can focus on work.
Where is that perfect study location? Students gave their reviews.

"The Stacks" jn Booth Library
The library, of course, offers a wealth of
comfortable chairs, research materials and
charging ports for lapt0ps and phones.
The fourth floor has study rooms which
are first-come, first-served and designed for
study groups to get together and discuss
work without bothering other patrons of
the library.
However, many students prefer the lower floor of the library, which is called "The
Stacks."
This section holds moving shelves full of
books and large study tables.
It's also farther away from entrances and
"traffic" areas of the library.
Sharifa Et0e, a junior TV and video production major, said the privacy made that
• the best location.
"I liked to go to the deep depths of the

BY ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Emily Ross, a sophomore music education major, studies and marks music for a Christmas
musical inside the Red Room downstairs of Doudna Fine Arts Center.

library stacks," Etoe said. "There are tables
and chairs everywhere in there and it feels
like a secret hide out."
Shelby Hummel, who is studying history
at Eastern, agreed.
"It's quiet and if you know the right
spots, there's liardly anyone around," Hum-

This garden is far from secret, as it has its
own page on Eastern's website, but it is just
hidden enough that most people miss it.
It holds hundreds of plant species, wound
between little paths and benches, and always seems quiet despite its proximity to
one of the busier sidewalks on campus.
Kaden Howard, a sophomore English education major, said he liked to study and
paint in the garden.
"Seclusion is definitely a key part of its
charm, and because it's tucked into all the
buildings, the wind isn't a bother, which is
nice," Howard said. "It's also nice and quiet
without being inaccessible."
Even without wind chill, low temperatures can be brutal during the winter
months at Eastern.
Howard said that doesn't stop him.
"I just bundle up and bring a blanket to sit on. I put it on the bench and sit
on it and then pull it up over my shoulders and read or write. I don't use my laptop though," Howard said.

mel said.

The Union's Bridge Lounge
"The Secret Garden"
A little garden which fills with different
kinds of foliage and flowers is tucked between the H.F. Thut Greenhouse and the
Life Science Building.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Universi ty
Union is split into two main buildings with
a "bridge" connecting the two.
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Local weather
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 29'
Low: 23'

Partly Cloudy
High: 42'
Low: 26'
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This bridge, sometimes known
as the 24-Hour Lounge, holds tables, large couches and massage
chairs which are free to use.
One side of the bridge is made
up almost completely of windows which overlook the Library
Quad and let natural light into the
room.
Emily Becker, a grad sruden t
studying counseling, said that she
appreciated that the lounge was
open all of the time.
"l'm most productive late at
night. I always liked that there
was enough room for a, grnup .of
my friends and I to study togeth-

er," Becker said. "I would study for
hours rhen take a break and sit in
a massage chair."

Java B&B
Java Beanery and Bakery,
just downstairs from the Bridge
Lounge, is Eastern's coffee shop.
Students can use dining dollars
or regular money to buy drinks
or a few food items like bagels,
scones and muffins.
The seating area of Java has
couches as well as tables of different sizes where students can gather
to do homework or just hang out.
Kaylee Spinner, a junior neuroscience major, said she likes to use
studying in Java as an excuse to get
coffee.

.,,

.

...

ing aspects of your current position?
First, meeting and getting to
know the lifelong learners in our
area! Attending the Academy's
learning events are always fun and
interesting because I get to see
like-minded people and I love to
learn about many subject areas.
What arc the most challenging aspects of your position?
Planning relevant, interesting educational events that appeal to a very broad group of people. Finding venues for our events
that meet the needs of our market. Managing a small budget and
marketing what we offer are also
challenging with that small budget.
What advice would you give
to students in your department
for their college careers?
Take the paths that compel you
to keep learning. If you love your
work. it makes your work life so
much more meaningful.

Stevenson's Tenth Floor
Stevenson, a residence hall with
suites instead of individual rooms,
is the tallest building on campus.
The top floor holds a study area,
a kitchenette and a conference
room.
The floor is surrounded by large
windows which look over campus
and is far enough out of the way
to avoid traffic of people walking
through.

Honorable Mentions
Of course, there are plenty of
other places around campus that
are great for studying.
Most academic buildings and
residence halls include a lounge or
study space which can be great for
rda.xing or getting in some WQrk

Marita Metzke
What is your number one
goal for your students?
Stay curious - learn something
new and share it - keep your brain
active.
The News Staff can be reached at
581-2812 or at dennewsdesk@gmail.
com.

between classes.
Some are pretty unique, like the
Red Zone in Doudna.
As the name implies, every surface in the room, from walls to
floor to benches, is completely red.
Those who want ro enjoy rhe
weather- or brave the weather,
this time of year- can head out to
the quads and use picnic tables or
the Mellin Steps of Doudna to get
outside while being productive.
For some studenrs, though,
nothing can beat the privacy of
their own rooms.
After all, what could be better
than curling up in bed and still
getting something done?
Luke Tayforcan be reached at 5812812 or egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Grades aren't everything, take care of yourself
As the fall semester finishes up and us
students are studying and wo rking hard for
our finals, it's essen t ia l to remember t h at
your grades aren't everything.
Of course, havin g good grades and doing
well in your classes are important, but the
majority of the time we put way too much
pressure on ourselves to get the best grade
possible.
We spend all-nighters and hours on end
doing homework or studying.
If you don't get the certain grade you
were wan ting, that's perfectly fine, it is not
the end of the world if you have a bad grade
because any g rade, w heth e r good o r bad ,
does not define you as a person or determ ine how intelligent you are like many students may think.
You are the same person besides what
grade you may end up with and should not
be l ooked a t differe n tly by peers, family
members and especially yourself.
It's h ard t o believe that there's other
things to focus on other t han having a n A
but t here are act ually way more importan t
things to be worrying about such as yo ur
mental and physical health.
Pushing ourselves to the point of constant stress and anxiety due to trying to
achieve a certain grade i n a class is a b ig
probl e m , and yo u're just goi ng to feel
burnt-out in t h e end, w hich doesn't h elp
with doin g well on finals.
Grades sh ould not be a p riority over your
mental health which should a lways com e

Quote of the Day:

Names of Group Members::_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Obiectives: To examine several astronomical

Orbital Motion is a balance b
straight line). A satellite (a '
balance exists. If Earth
faster to counter the incre
that the Moon would tak
travel more slowly if it w
distance between Earth
distance from Earth wer altered, t

ou

tendency to move in a
net when such a
on would have to travel
y a . ra
faster would mean
orbit. Conve
, the Moon would
These exam
ssume that the
ged. And, of
e, if the Moon's
e a resulting chang
Moon's orbital period.

preUmjnary Qyestions;

cause
nets and stars have such en mous masses/ sizes, we
often have to use scientific tation to represent those numbers cientific notation is a way of
splitting the "zeroes" of the n
er away from the "size" oft number. For example, instead of
5
writing 760,000, you could instea
ite 7.6 x 105 • If yo
ltiply 7.6 by 10 , you will get the
original number of 760,000!
You can use a trick to make this process a bit easier. Let's start with an example number: 5.2 x

,.,_- _. __ :_ _, --=-~ -··-- =- ""'BY CORRYN BROCK

first. Studen ts shouldn't revolve their wh ole
college experience o n getting straigh t Ks as
we need a good balance in our school lives
to do well overall.

Ideas such as joining an RSO, being more
social or getting a ho b by are great m e ntal
breaks to help studen ts de-stress instead of
focusing all your time o n schoolwork.

e maJonty opinion o
e Daily Eastern News.

" Grades don't measure anything other than your relevant obedience to a
manager."
John Taylor Gatto

COLUMNS

Is policy more important than students getting to eat?
Last month, EIU's Civic Engagement and Volunreerism Office and Health & Counseling Services focused on the issues of food insecurity and waste.
While it is great that these offices made sure to bring
awareness to these issues, I believe too much was put
onto the students to fuc the situation at EfU. This
seems especially obvious when it has been found that
40.57 percent of our student population is food insecure and the dining halls throw out trays of food

each night
This isn't an exaggeration, as I have had previous
and current workers in the dining halls confirm this.
"While I could excuse this if no one was willing to
eat or take the food, this is not the CISC.
Ftmly, while dining hall employees are allotted a
free meal per shift, this meal must be eaten within
the dining hall itself. Ifan employee wants to take

their food out of the dining hall, they must use a
swipe or pay. While this
might not seem like a big
deal, most employees are
only allotted a 15 minute break if they work over
two hours. If they are closers, then they can't stay alter
and eat, so it's either pay for
what should be a free meal
Killeen
or sruff their faces as quickly as possible.
Secondly, if you eat a meal within one of the
south quad dining halls then you're not allowed to
take food out of it. Th.is could be crucial to those
who only have a 7 meal plan and subside on a meal

a day. It could also be detrimental to those who have to
eat at times they're not particularly hungry and can't
save food for later.
l'll be honest, while these
things have bugged me for
a while, there was an inciting incident for this column.
This past week, I went to
late night at Thomas DinReidy
ing with friends. We all ate
inside the dining hall, but one of my friends wanted
to get a to-go tray for food that was still in the buffet
area. It was given to them, though I will not lie, they
were warned of the policy about taking home food.
Now my friend had previously worked in the dining

halls and knew the food on the line was almost definirely destined for the crash can, so they took a risk
and rried to take some home. They were stopped and
even though they tried to argue their case for ar least
IO minutes, they were made to throw the food away.
This incident was just salt in the wound and this
column is my way of airing the grievances over the
hypocrisy ofEIU's stance on food waste. Why do
we, as college students, a population almost universally known co be struggling to eat, get lectured
on wasting food when EIU's dining halls are literally throwing it away by the pan. So I askEIU, what
is more important: a policy or making sure your studenn; aren't hungry?
Killeen Reidy is a junior English major. They can
be reached at krreidy@eiu.edu or at 581 -2812.

Transgender people aren't new, they've always existed
Coming out is always difficult There's no question
about it fve come our a lot, especially when I was figuring out my identity and unsure of mysd£ When I
realized I was a:ansgender, I had to come our to a lot
of people, but coming out to older people was always
a challenge.

A lot ofthem make the daim that trans people are
new. "We never had that when I was young, this generation is just trying to be quirky!" The truth is that
we aren't It's just that acceptance is becoming more
normalized, And while trans people have almost always faced discrimination, there have been times
where its been better than it was in the recent past
Iftrans people have never existed before, can you
rell me aboUl Christine Jorgensen, who was a WWII
veteran and went ro Denmark to physically transition? Or Alan L Hart, one of the first tranS men

to have a hysrereaomy, and
to ancient times. There are
saved thousands of people
so many depictions of peoduring the tuberculosis epple who acted androgynously
idemic? What about Bilfor their time, and records of
ly Tipton, a trans man who
1nore than two genders in so
kept his trans identity secret
many culrures. Ifyou look up
for his entire life until it was
the history of non-binary peodisclosed after his death? All
ple, it goes back longer than
of these people would be oldyou'd expect.
er than most ofthe people in
There are records of trans
my lire who think being trans
people in Ancient fwpt, Anis a "new fad."
cient Greece and Rome, early
Ian Stobaugh
The people who get the
Scandinavia, the Iron Age in
most ofthis are non-binary people. A large amount of India. many African culrures and many Native Amerpeople claim that being non-binary is a "new" thing, ican cultures. And that's only a shortened list. Trans
but in aauality, it's been around for longer than any and non-binary people are not new by any means,
of the people on F.anh. Non-binary genders go back we've always been here. The effects of colonization

- - - - - - Editorial Board - - - ~ - Corryn Brock

Helena Edwards

- - - - -- - -Madelyn Kidd

- - - - - - -- - - Luke Taylor

and suppression of LGBTQ people have kept our
identities hidden and discriminated against for decades.
So, ifyou're reading this, and are one of those people who think that being transgencler or non-binary
is a "fad,» a "phase" or a "trend," then you're wrong.
Change your mindset, and know that history proves
the opposite. Never say anything that implies this ro
someone who may come out co you, or comment
something like it towards a trans person you don't
know. Not only does it make you seem uneducated,
but it also hllllS us more than you'd ocpea, no matter
your intentions. Just kt:ep learning, and be respeaful.
Ian Stobaugh is a freshman German major. He can be contacted at 581-1812 or amstobaugh@eiu.edu.

- - - - - - - - - -- -- - - - - - -

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
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-
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Panthers set for tough test against Tigers
By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor I@OEN_Sports
The Eastern men's basketball
team will be on the road this Tuesday at 7 p.m. to take on SEC opponent Missouri for the fifth time
in school history.
The Tigers hold a 3-1 all-time
series lead, but the Panthers did
have a 67-64 victory in Columbia when the two teams last met
December of 2016.
The Panthers are coming off
close 7 6-71 home victory over
orth Park. With the win, the
nthers are now 2-7 overall and
nth in the OVC.
. Junior guard Kejuan Clements
ltd the Panthers over the Vikings
with 25 points and 11 rebounds.
It was Clements' third double figure scoring game this season. He
is currently fourth in the OVC in
assists with 44, averaging 4.9 per
~me, and is leading the Panthers
i rebounds with 50.
Fift h year guard Kashawn
arles was 5-of- l O for the second
aight game hitting five 3-points, finishing with 17 points and
ur rebounds.
Junior forward Jermaine Hamfinished the contest with 10
~ints and 6 rebounds, followed
closely by freshman forward Rodolfo R ufino Bolis who also
scored 10 points and had 5 rebounds.
The four players in double digits helped the Panthers achieve 49
B~ri:~nt frp,m ih~ fielq ~P.4 4i,9
percent from the 3-point range.
Overall, the Panthers arc averaging 59.7 points per game and are
allowing their opponents to score
70.4
The Tigers will be entering the
contest on Tuesday 4-4 with a 3-2
record at home, putting the Tigers
at 13th place in the SEC. Their
lost loss, 66-45, came at the hands

.
j.

t
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East ern guard Kejuan Clements reaches to contest a shot in the Panthers' game against North Park on Dec. 4 in Lant z Arena. Clements had 25 points and
11 assists in t he game, which Eastern won 76-71.

of Liberty. Despite the loss, the
Tigers outrebounded the Flames
36-29.
The Tigers a re averaging 65.9
points per game a n d their opponents are also averaging 65.9
points per game.
The Tigers had two players in

double digits against the Eagles.
Junior forward Kobe Brown finished with 14 points and 10 rebounds. Brown is the Tigers' top
scorer this season, averaging 15.3
points per game and 9.6 rebounds,
earning him third place in the
SEC for rebounds.

Junior guard Amari Davis finished with 13 p oints and one rebound. Davis is averaging 11.4
points per game. Sophomore forward Ronnie DcGray III had six
points and seven rebounds.
On the season, the Tigers arc
shootin g 39.9 percent fro m the

field and 26.2 percent from t he 3.
As for rebounding, the Tigers have
310 reboun ds on the season and
are averaging 38.8 per game with
a 5.7 margin over their opponents.
Autumn Schulz can be reached at
581-2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu.

OVC women's basketball teams nearing conference play
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor j@adam_tumino
Conference season is drawing
nearer for the women's basketball
teams of the OVC.
All of the teams in the conference
have played six or more games in
nonconference play, with rwo teams
having played nine times so far.
Only two teams in the OVC,
Murray State and Eastern, have records above .500, with the conference's teams combining for a 34-42
record.
Murray State currently has the
OVC's best record at 6-2 and are
corning off a nine-point loss to Samford on Dec. 4.
The Racers have the top-rated offense in the OVC, averaging a conference-high 76.5 points per game.
They rank second in defense, allowing just 58.6 points per game.
Eastern is in second with an overall record of 5-4. Its most recent
game was an 87-81 win over Northern Illinois in the Compass Tournament.
T h e Panther offense is averaging
71.9 points per game, ranking second in the conference. Their defense
ranks sixth with 68 points per game
allowed.
A trio of teams are .500 with Austin Peay and Southern Illinois-Edwardsville at 3-3 and Belmont at

4-4.
Austin Peay has lost its last rwo
games to Davidson and Tulsa after
starting the season 3-1.
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville
had won three games in a row before losing its last game against Missouri, while Belmont has lost three
of its last four games, including its
last game against Louisville.
All three OVC teams with Tennessee in their names are 3-5 to start the
season.
Tennessee State has lost its last
three games, including a 71 -70 loss
to Mercer in their most recent game
on Dec. 5.
Tennessee Tech is one of three
teams in the OVC coming off a win,
having beaten Western Kentucky
on Dec. 5 to snap a five-game losing streak.
Tennessee-Martin has lost three in
a row as well, with their last rwo losses coming by just live points each.
Southeast Missouri sits in ninth
place at 3-6 o\ferall, with a blowout
win over Harris-Stowe being their
most recent game, which snapped a
three-game losing streak.
Morehead State currently sits in
last place with a 1-5 record. Their
most recent game was against Baylor,
which is currently the No. 5 team in
the nation according to the AP Poll.
The Eagles scored just 28 points
against the Bears, losing 73-28.

OVC STANDINGS
Murray State, 5-2
Eastern, 5-4
Au stin Peay, 3-3
SIUE, 3-3

Belmont, 4-4
Tennessee State, 3-5
Tennessee Tech , 3-5
UT Martin, 3-5

SEMO, 3-6
Morehead State, 1-5
Individually, the top two scorers in the conference are on Murray
State.
Forward Katelyn Young is leading
the OVC with 21 points per game
and guard Macey Turley is second
with 17.5 points per game.
Young also leads the conference in
rebounding per game, averaging 9.6.
Eastern guard Kira Arthofer leads
the conference with 5.4 assists per
game, 1.1 higher than the secondranked player.

ROB LE CATE S I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Adam Tumino can be reached at 581 2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu.

Eastern guard Lariah Washingt on fights for posit ion in the paint during t he
Panthers' game against Evansville on Nov. 20 in Lantz Arena. Washington
had 25 points in t he game, which East ern w on 85-74.

